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ITAG/SAGE website 
www.itag-sage.org 

What is different this year? 
This year the legislature is looking at providing 
more funding for advanced academics than in 
previous years. The Gifted/Talented Training 
Grant funding will still be requested, but the 
amount will be doubled to $1,000,000. In ad-
dition, other money to assist students with dual 
credit courses will also be requested as part of 
the Classroom Enhancement package for 
$3,500,000. 
 

Where Can I find Information on Mr. 
Luna’s Education Budget? Go to the State 
Department of Education website home page 
and click on News Release. 
 

What can I do to help? 
You can get in touch with your 

legislator to let him/her know 
that you support Mr. Luna’s 

education budget. If your 
legislator serves on the Joint 

Finance Appropriations Com-
mittee (JFAC), especially let him/her know 
that you support Mr. Luna’s budget. Be posi-
tive about all parts of the budget. Be suppor-
tive of the G/T Training Grant request and also 
of the Classroom Enhancement.  
 

While the Classroom Enhancement package 
includes Dual Credit money for students to 
take courses, it also includes money for other 
areas. Be supportive of the whole package, as 
this will free up other state money in districts 
that can be spent on G/T projects. Let your 
legislator know that the G/T Training Grant 
money is desperately needed to provide con-
tinued training for teachers, parents, and ad-

ministrators. Let them know that G/T Training 
Grant money spent in your district is going to 
sending you to Edufest or to assist you with 
your endorsement. Let them know that this 
money is educating administrators and coun-
selors on the special needs of children in your 
district. 
 

Why is this important?  
To continue to provide advanced academics 
for our Idaho students, we need to get our foot 
in the door and to let legislators know that 
gifted programs in Idaho are alive and well, 
but funding is 
needed to provide 
services for students. 
 

Who is MY Legisla-
tor? 
How do I find out 
who my legislator is, 
what committees he/
she serves on, and 
how to get in touch 
with him/her?  
 

The Idaho legisla-
tive website is 
www. 
legisla-
ture.idaho.gov . 
This website in-
cludes not only in-
formation on legis-
lators, but also min-
utes from the Senate 
and House and the 
progress of bills.   

Gifted/Talented Funding in the Idaho  
Legislature: What Can I Do? ��������	
����  

Send mail to: 
(Legislator’s Name) 
Idaho State Legislature 
State Capitol Building 
PO Box 83720   
Boise, Idaho   
83720-0038 (House)  
83720-0081 (Senate) 
 

E-mail Legislative Infor-
mation Center 
idleginfo@lso.idaho.gov 
Fax Legislative Informa-
tion Center (208) 334-5397 
 

Phone Legislative Services 
(208)334-2475 
Phone Hearing Impaired 1-
800-626-0471Phone Leg-
islative Information Center 
Toll Free 1-800-626-0471 
 

Note: All mail, e-mails, 
and faxes, must contain 
the sender’s name, ad-
dress and/or phone num-
ber. 
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 Imagine gazing at a chande-
lier to create a group free verse  poem 
or contemplating a picture of a tree as 
rendered through various seasons to 
produce an original poem which por-
trayed emotions.  Enjoy the delight 
and amazement on teachers’ faces as 
they sketch gesture drawings that 
actually look like humans, not stick 
figures—the first time many had ever 
drawn anything that looked even 
remotely realistic.  Revel in the en-
ergy as several hundred teachers 
move and sing to the captivating mu-
sic of Jim Valley. 
 The 2006 CEC Conference 
at Sun Valley was a breath of fresh 
air for creative individuals, as well as 
a wealth of ideas for integrating the 

arts into the curriculum.  Joan Franklin Smutny shared practical 
strategies to challenge and motivate creative, gifted students by 
weaving writing and free verse poetry into Science, Social 
Studies, and Math.  She inspired us to write poetry and to enjoy 
dozens of beautiful books, noting, “Even advanced students 
can become passive readers.  The arts 
sharpen observation and stimulate a 
more imaginative and analytical way 
of reading.” 
 Participants’ artistic skills 
were certainly sharpened by presenter 
Diane Rowen Garmire, who im-
mersed teachers in Discipline-Based 
Art Education, through hands-on vis-
ual art such at Private Eye observation 
drawing and accordion books filled 
with wonderful textures. 
 Jim Valley, formerly with Paul Revere and the Raid-
ers, entertained and instructed, as he inspired teachers to infuse 
music, movement, and lyrics into the curriculum. 
 Participants at CEC Sun Valley 2006 were truly fortu-
nate to have such nationally and internationally known present-
ers as Joan Franklin Smutny, Diane Rowen Garmire, and Jim 
Valley inspire us to integrate the arts into the curriculum. 

2006 Summary of Activities 
  Idaho the Association for the 
Gifted has had an active year working 
for gifted and talented children. ITAG 
sponsored the week long Edufest Con-

ference at BSU in July, serving as hosts for the Parent 
Institute and School Counselor/Psychologist Day during 
the conference. Gifted resource books were given away at 
the special one-day sessions. ITAG also distributed wel-
come goody bags to all conference residents in the dorms 
as well as sponsor a hospitality table during the week of 
the conference. This was the first year of Kidfest. A one 
day camp held at BSU during the parent Institute for 
gifted kids whose parents were at the institute. ITAG do-
nated $1000 to help sponsor the first year of this great 
activity. 
 ITAG joined NAGC and other affiliates and do-
nated $250 to sponsor a Nicholas Green Distinguished 
Student Award. Ten $200 mini-grants were offered to 
teachers who had creative and innovative ideas for pro-
jects involving gifted students in their classrooms. $100 
Regional Meeting assistance was offered each region to 
support regional collaboration. 
 The ITAG website has been rejuvenated with the 
acquiring of a new webmaster. The ITAG member list 
serve has been activated once again. Members are now 
automatically enrolled when they join ITAG.  Superior 
newsletters were published with an extended distribution 
list throughout the state to those who might benefit from 
updated news and activities concerning gifted kids. 
 Karen Grindle received the Idaho Gifted Educa-
tion Milestone Award (GEM) from the ITAG organiza-
tion for 2006. Karen retires from the ITAG board after 
serving six years as its treasurer. 
 ITAG sponsored the TAG portion of the 2006 
Idaho CEC Conference with integrating the arts into the 
curriculum as its focus, highlighting the conference with 
presenters Joan Franklin Smutny in creative writing and 
poetry, Jim Valley in music and movement, and Diane 
Garmire in the visual arts. 
 New regional representatives have been added 
and are an active, integral part of the organization. Go to 
the ITAG website to contact your regions rep, or the web-
master to join the ITAG list serve at itag-sage.org  

Sun Valley 2006: Integrating the  
Arts into the Curriculum   ������	�����	  
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State Department News  
District Gifted/Talented 
Plans  ��������	
���  

 Linda Batie was recognized 
as one of Idaho’s Outstanding Gifted 
Facilitators during the ITAG lunch-
eon at the CEC Conference in Sun 
Valley.   In the two districts where 
Linda has been a gifted education fa-
cilitator, she has been instrumental in 
getting comprehensive Gifted and 
Talented plans constructed and imple-
mented. The current Gifted and Tal-
ented plan for the Middleton School 
District is on the district’s website. 
 The Gifted Education Pro-
gram was so successful in Caldwell 
that she was regularly asked to present 
to the Board of Trustees and to other 
community groups about the program 
and some of the projects completed by 
the students in the program. In both 
Caldwell and Middleton (where she 
now works), she has worked with 
community business and media to 
publish a newspaper written and pro-
duced by the students in the Gifted 
and Talented Program. 
 Linda has also been an active 
member of the staff in both districts 

where she has worked. She has aided 
general classroom teachers in methods 
of teaching gifted students in the class-
room. She, along with her peers, has 
presented staff development opportu-
nities to general educators in methods 
such as differentiation of instruction 
and best practices. 
 Mrs. Batie continues her own 
professional development by attend-
ing Edufest each year and seeking 
other opportunities to advance her 
knowledge in best approaches to 
Gifted Education. 
 Linda exemplifies what a 
Gifted Education facilitator should be, 
and more importantly, what any edu-
cator of Idaho’s children should be. 
Congratulations Linda! 

Linda Batie Honored as Outstanding Gifted Facilitator 

Updated district G/T 
plans will be due in the 
fall of 2007.   Remem-
ber that each plan must 
have the following:  
�� Philosophy 

�� Definition of giftedness 
�� Program goals 
�� Program options 
�� Identification procedures 
�� Eligibility (including criteria and as-

sessment) 
�� Program evaluation 
�� Name and position of  program super-

visor  
 In many districts, program options have 
changed since 2004. The ideal time for 
your district to begin reviewing your plan 
is now. The Best Practices Manual for 
Gifted and Talented Programs in Idaho, A 
Guide for Starting and Improving Gifted 
and Talented High School Programs and 
Gifted and Talented Primary Age Students 
are valuable resources. If you cannot locate 
your copies, they are available on the G/T 
Website on the Manuals page. 
 
The State Department of Education will be 
conducting workshops in each region in 
May to assist districts in updating G/T Dis-
trict Plans. Brochures will be sent to each 
district. In addition, information will be 
available on the G/T website. 
 
In the fall of 2007, plans will be submitted 
on-line  using the CIP tool. In the work-
shops in May, information will be given 
on how to submit the plans. If you have 
any questions. please call Val Schorzman 
at 208-332-6920 or e-mail VJSchorz-
man@sde.idaho.gov or  Cheryl Kary at 
208-332-6913 or e-mail 
CMKary@sde.idaho.gov . 

Edufest is currently looking for peo-
ple who will share hands-on, fun 
activities and/or  informative and 
innovative ideas. Sign up now to 
be an Edufest Special Topic 
Presenter. Special Topics will 
be held at Edufest on July 30, 31, 
or August 1st, 3:30—5:00 p.m., at 
the Boise State Student Union Build-
ing, Boise, Idaho.   
 

Come share your expertise, gain pro-
fessional recognition, and be consid-
ered as a candidate for a  future 

strand presentation.  
Special Topics are 90-minute  
presentations, showcasing great 
ideas, hands-on activities, individual 
programs, student opportunities, cur-
riculum extensions, unique projects, 
or passions of the heart. 
 

For more information and to submit 
a proposal, visit the Edufest website, 
www.edufest.org, scroll to the bottom 
of the page and fill out the  Special 
Topic form.   

WANTED: 
�������� Special Topic Presenters - 

Something old, something new, something  
for many or for a few.   

��
�

PAGE (Parent Advocates for 
Gifted Education) meeting will 
be held on February 20th.  For 
more information or questions?? 
call Nancy 323-8354 or Barb 
344-0916. 
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Meet Newly Elected ITAG Officers:  
Susan Wolfe-Vice President & Scarlett      

Randall-Treasurer   
�	��������  

Karen Grindle was presented the 
Gifted Education Milestone 
Award by the Idaho Association 
of the Gifted during the CEC Con-
ference in October. Karen has 
generously given the last 20 years 
of her teaching career for gifted 
kids. For 15 years she single-
handedly built exceptional gifted 
programs for K-12 in two differ-
ent school districts, Wallace and 
Mullan, serving five schools in 
three different towns.  
 

Karen educated herself in the 
newest strategies for gifted kids 
and earned her Idaho Gifted En-
dorsement. She wrote district 
plans and curriculum, helped 
classroom teachers, coordinated 
competitions, facilitated staff de-
velopment opportunities, and did 
direct teaching through pull-out 
programs in all these schools. She 
involved her students in activities 
from Invention Convention, His-
tory Day, Geography Bee, Future 
Problem Solvers, and Math 
Olympiads to putting on Shakes-
pearian productions. The last year 
in the north, Karen was elected 
ITAG-Sage treasurer. 
 

For the past five years she taught 
gifted classes in Meridian Middle 
School. She worked with Merid-
ian facilitators to write curriculum 
specifically designed for gifted 
middle school students, aligning it 
to district and state standards. The 

first year in the Meridian area the 
state History Day coordinator, 
who had also ran the Boise area 
regional history competition, left 
the area. Karen was willing to pick 
up the coordinating of that re-
gional competition which turned 
out to be larger than the state com-
petition. She has continued to co-
ordinate this regional competition, 
as well as assist at the state compe-
tition. Karen retired from teaching 
last spring, but now works as the 
Idaho State History Day coordina-
tor. 
 

Karen served 6 years as treasurer 
for ITAG-SAGE, being elected 3 
terms. She was an integral part of 
the organization during those 
years with the treasurer duties 
being only a small part of her con-
tribution. She hosted ITAG board 
meetings and opened her home to 
those who needed a place to stay. 
She served as a host at the Edufest 
Parent Days and School Coun-
selor and Psychologists Days.  She 
was the person who coordinated 
and purchased welcome treats for 
Edufest dorm residents as well as 
books, gifts, door prizes, to be 
presented at Edufest and the CEC 
Conference in Sun Valley.  She 
coordinated the vendors for 
Edufest, helped with registration, 
the ITAG membership table, 
hauled and stored ITAG material 
at her house, and a myriad of be-
hind the scenes jobs that are done 
to make the organization run 
smoothly. 
 

Karen has been an extremely ef-
fective teacher of the gifted for 20 
years, while giving of herself pro-
fessionally through her multitude 
of contributions to the History 
Day Program, ITAG-SAGE, and 
Edufest. Congratulations Karen on 
a job well done! 

 Susan Wolfe , Vice Presi-
dent, began her journey in 
leadership with ITAG-SAGE 
on January 1st as the newly 
elected Vice President. She has 
been an active member of 
ITAG-Sage since 2003, serv-
ing as a Region 3 Representa-
tive.  
 

Susan’s undergraduate degree 
in Education is from Boise 
State University. Her first nine 
years of elementary teaching 
were in Oregon where she 
earned her MAT at Lewis and 
Clark College in Portland. She  
returned to Boise in 1997 to 
take advantage of the quality of 
life and proximity to family.   
 

Susan was in the midst of earn-
ing her Educational Specialist 
in Leadership when a surpris-
ing intervention directed her 
down the merry path of gifted 
education. In a quest to learn 
everything she could about the 
research, and to gain a better 
understanding of these excep-
tional children, she earned a 
Gifted and Talented Endorse-
ment along with her Educa-
tional Specialist degree. She 
has extensive experience in the 
area of staff development at the 
state, local, and district levels, 
and has been honored with 
several teaching awards, in-
cluding the Associated Oregon 
Industries Oregon Education 
Excellence Award and the 
Oregon Elementary Social 
Studies Teacher of the Year 
Award.  
 

These prestigious awards rec-
ognized her ability as a class-
room teacher to engage stu-
dents with relevant, exciting 

learning activities tied to core 
curriculum and state standards. 
Susan currently teaches for the 
Boise District as a full-time, 
multi-grade classroom teacher 
of gifted and talented students.  
 
Scarlett Randall,  Treasurer, 
began the new year as the 
Treasurer of ITAG-SAGE. 
She served on the ITAG board 
the previous year as a Region 3 
representative. 
 

Scarlett graduated from Boise 
State University in 1988 with a 
BA in Elementary Education. 
In 1999 she received her Mas-
ters of Education from Lesley 
University in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, and recently 
completed her gifted endorse-
ment for the state of 
Idaho.  Scarlett has been teach-
ing for 18 years in grades 
1,2,4,5,6,7& 8, including 2 
years in a 4,5,6 full-time gifted 
classroom. She has taught in 
the Boise, Payette, and Mini-
doka School Districts.  
 

Scarlett  received the 1995-
1997 USWEST Laptop 
Teacher Network Project 
award. She was director of 
Boise's Mathematically Mad 
Meet, liaison for Micron Tech-
nology, and Science Fair Coor-
dinator. She helped write 
Boise's Science Curriculum 
and format it for the computer, 
and was director and coordina-
tor for Whitney's outdoor 
school in  
 

Scarlett prides herself for al-
ways looking for ways to 
stretch dollars, wheel and deal 
bargains, and make money 
work  for organizations in 
which she has been involved. 

����������	
�� �



 Page 5                 ITAG/SAGEITAG/SAGE         Winter 2007 

Lego Workshops and History Events:   
War Hawk Air Museum’s Best Kept Secrets   ������������

The War Hawk Air Museum, located 
in Nampa, provides teachers and stu-
dents with amazing learning opportuni-
ties.  For those with a love of history, 
and particularly aviation, the planes on 
display at the museum are just the be-
ginning.   
 

The first Tuesday of every month is an 
occasion to build friendships and listen 
to first hand accounts of life during 
WWII at the Kilroy Coffee Clatch.    
This is a monthly informal event that 
supports the museums mission to “… 
teach and preserve World War II his-
tory from the home front to the war 
front and aviation history…”  This 
could be a unique and authentic oppor-
tunity for a student to collect an oral 
history for a project.  Other, more for-
mal events, are also planned through 
out the year. 
 

A little know gem at War Hawk Air 
Museum is the LEGO Lab.  Education 
Director, Kellie Dean provides monthly 
workshops that help students learn how 
to build, problem-solve, and work to-
gether.  The workshops are limited to 
15 students and run from 10:00 AM to 
1:00 PM on the first Saturday of each 
month.  Summer workshops are also 
available for students ages 7 to 17.  This 
summer’s themes will be Space and 
Adventures in Flight.  The LEGO Lab 
is also available to teachers and small 
groups for fieldtrips.  Other program 
topics are also available to for fieldtrips. 
 

For more information about Saturday 
and summer workshops, fieldtrips or 
other upcoming events please visit  
http://www.warhawkairmuseum.org or 
contact Kellie Dean at kelliec@ 
warhawkairmuseum.org (208) 465-
6446. Don’t miss this gem in Canyon 
County! 

UPCOMING 2007  EVENTS AT THE 
WARHAWK AIR MUSEUM 

First 
Tues-
day of 
the 
Month 

Kilroy Coffee Klatch 
Join other WWII generational 
people for a morning of conversa-
tion and friendship. All veterans 
are welcome. Starts at 10:00 AM. 

First 
Satur-
day of 
the 
Month 

LEGO Workshops 
The LEGO workshops are held 
from 10:00am to 1:00pm on the 
first Saturday of the month.  The 
workshop is limited to 15, and is for   
8 years and older.  Participants will 
learn, design, and test LEGOs .  

May 
6th – 
7th 

Lockheed P-38 Lightning event.  
Steve Hinton, Planes of Fame Air 
Museum President, will fly the 
“SKIDOO 162” P-38 to the Mu-
seum. Bob Cardin, Project Man-
ager of the Lost Squadron P-38 
Glacier Girl recovery mission, will 
speak about recovery of the P-38 
from the ice caps of Greenland.  

June, 
July, 
and 
August 

Summer camps 
LEGO, Adventures in Flight, and 
Space are the topics of our sum-
mer adventures.  Students 7 to 17 
are invited to participate in one or 
all summer camps.  Please check 
the web site or call the museum for 
dates, times, and ages. 

June 
9th – 
10th 

Navy Days: 
Join the Warhawk Air Museum 
and the US Navy as we celebrate 
their contributions to  the freedoms 
we have today.  Visit with Navy 
personnel, view Navy warbirds 
and static displays, and take an 
EAA Young Eagle Flight if you are 
between the ages of 7 and 18.   

August 
11th – 
12th 

B-25 Mitchell Days: 
B-25 flying demonstrations.  Spon-
sorship rides will be available. 
Jonna Doolittle Hoppes will give a 
presentation about her famous 
grandfather, General Jimmy 
Doolittle. Accompanying her will be 
one of the Doolittle Raiders who 
will talk about his experiences on 
the Doolittle Raid during WWII.   

 
URGENT— Judges Needed! 

Idaho History Day 
 

Six Regional History Day competitions 
around the State are coming up very soon and 
volunteers are urgently needed to judge stu-
dent entries.  Please consider donating some 
time to help .  Helping judge is a great way to  
find out about how to participate in future His-
tory Day events.  
 

Following are the competitions that need your 
assistance.  Please contact the Coordinator 
listed for further information.  You can learn 
more about the program, including registra-
tion deadlines and contact information,  by 
logging onto www.idahohistory.net  
>>Programs & Events>>History Day. 
 

North Idaho Regional in 
Kellogg on March 17--
Marcia Wall, Coordinator 
mrwall2@hotmail.com 
 

Central Idaho Regional 
in Lewiston on  
March 17— 
Barbara Hayes, Coordinator 
 bjhayes@cableone.net   
 

Eastern Idaho Regional in Idaho Falls on 
March 10— 
Lisa Armstrong, Coordinator 
ArmsLisa@d91.k12.id.us 
 

South Central Idaho Regional in Burley, ID 
on March 6— 
Melody Wysong & Colleen Parkin, Coordi-
nators    mwysong@sd331.k12.id.us 
 

Treasure Valley “A” Regional in Meridian 
on March 17— 
Karen Grindle, Coordinator   ida-
holady2@yahoo.com 
 

Treasure Valley “B” Regional in Boise on 
March 10— 
Lisa Fisher, Coordinator 
lfisher@riverstoneschool.org 

 
The 2006-2007 History Day theme is “Triumph and Tragedy in History.” 
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The newly elected Congress 
has spent much time in Janu-
ary getting organized.  The 
shift in power from a republi-
can to democratic-controlled 

Congress means change in leadership positions, 
committee membership, staff, and office space!  
The new Congress also has much to clean up from 
the last Congress – especially how to finalize fiscal 
year 2007 spending levels.  Although the 2007 
fiscal year began on October 1, 2006, the Congress 
was not able to pass the individual appropriations 
bills that fund federal agencies and programs 
within the agencies’ jurisdiction.   
 

In the meantime, most of the federal government is 
operating on a “continuing resolution,” that contin-
ues funding from the 2006 levels.  The current 
continuing resolution expires on February 16, at 
which time the Congress is expected to extend the 
deadline through the end of the fiscal year – rather 
than spending more time trying to pass separate 
funding bills.  However, as 
the saying goes:  the devil 
is in the details.   
 

We do not yet know what 
the fine print on the exten-
sion of the continuing reso-
lution will include.  Will 
the Congress simply extend every program’s fund-
ing at the 2006 level or will it seek to cut funds 
wherever it can?  The Javits Gifted and Talented 
Students Education Act will be affected by the 
details.  We expect that the program will receive 
some funding, but it may not be at the 2006 level.  
What is important to keep in mind, is that as the 
2007 funding levels are being finalized, it is time to 
turn our attention to fiscal year 2008.  The new 
fiscal year informally kicks off when President 
sends his proposed budget to the Congress on Feb-
ruary 6.  We have our work cut out for us! 
 

What You Can Do Right Away 
The start of a new Congress is a time for optimism.  
New start, new Members, new staff.  The Idaho 
Congressional delegation needs to hear from you.  
Representative Bill Sali is a new Member of Con-
gress; advocates should begin his education proc-
ess on the needs of gifted learners as soon as possi-
ble.  Both Senator Larry Craig and Representative 
Mike Simpson need to hear from constituents on a 

regular basis.  They sit on the Senate and House 
subcommittees that fund education programs.  
They are in positions to support funding for the 
Javits program, but will need to hear from you if 
they are to support the Javits program when the 
fiscal decisions become difficult.  Senator Mike 
Crapo, as a member of the Budget Committee, is 
also very involved in how federal dollars are spent.  
Although the Budget Committee handles only the 
broad spending picture, the more he hears from 
Idaho voters about education issues, the more he 
can advocate in the committee for a larger percent-
age of the annual budget be allocated for education 
spending. 
 

NAGC urges you to contact your Representatives 
and Senators as soon as possible.  You may have a 
chance to see them at town meetings or other gath-
erings in Idaho.  You might consider putting a 
small group together and making a visit to their 
Idaho offices to let them know that the needs of 
gifted children is one of your top concerns.   
 

Looking ahead, we also will be urging 
Congress to strengthen No Child Left 
Behind so that gifted students are 
NOT left behind in our nation’s 
schools.  You should also urge your 
Members to support increased funding 
for the Javits program so that grants 

will be available to states to address the needs of 
disadvantaged gifted learners and the vital work of 
the National Research Center on the Gifted and 
Talented will continue.   
 

Check the legislative section of the NAGC website 
for specific messages and more detailed informa-
tion about the issues and the key Members of Con-
gress on both the education and appropriations 
committees.  Visit www.house.gov and 
www.senate.gov to send your Members of Con-
gress an email message.  NAGC asks you to make 
a commitment to put gifted students on the Idaho 
Congressional delegation’s screen in 2007.   

Congressional Update   
      110 Congress = New Opportunities  
                ��������	�������� ��	����	�������������������� �!��

To contact your legislators 
Senator Larry Craig 
To email:  visit http://craig.senate.gov/email 
Fax letter to DC: 202-228-1067 
Fax letter to Boise:  208-343-2458 
 

Representative Mike Simpson (ID-2) 
To email:  visit www.house.gov/simpson/contact.htm 
Fax letter to DC:  202-225-8216 
Fax letter to Boise:  208-334-9533 

Both Senator Larry Craig and 
Representative Mike Simpson 
need to hear from constituents on 
a regular basis.  They sit on the 
Senate and House subcommittees 
that fund education programs.   

 Administrators are reading 
the cover story and numerous fea-
tured articles "Gifted Left Behind" 
in the American Association of 
School Administrator's award-
winning magazine The School 
Administrator.   
        The magazine,  
published by 
the American As-
sociation of 
School Adminis-
trators, focuses 
on the theme:  Are 
High-Ability Students Being 
Challenged – or Left Behind?   
     You can  access this article by going 
to the NAGC website, www.nagc.org 
and following the links at by going to 
www.aasa.org/publications/
saissuedetail.cfm?ItemNumber=8202   

  In an era of No Child Left 
Behind, NAGC welcomes 
the conversation, so critical to ad-
vanced learners across the nation.    
This issue addressed several issues 
including: making resources avail-
able that provide educators the tools 
needed to plan, design, implement, 
and evaluate gifted education pro-
grams -- all key elements of success-
ful gifted education services.  Quali-
fied personnel working with gifted 
learners also, are essential to high-
quality services.   
 District leaders must plan 
for professional development and 
educational opportunities, commu-
nicating a clear purpose and com-
mon goal that is endorsed by cur-
riculum coordinators, classroom 
teachers, gifted resource specialists, 
counselors, and other district 
staff.  This support is essential to the 
success of programs and services for 
high-ability. 
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Our nation’s schools have spent the last 
few years focusing on standards and ac-
countability, deciding and refining the 
acquisition of organized knowledge. But, 
students need more than basic skill in-
struction if they are to enlarge their un-
derstanding of ideas and values. Develop-
ing the ability to think and articulate 
thoughts and ideas, along with the ability 
to support those thoughts, have led to a 
resurgence of whole-child initiatives 
around the country. These initiatives rein-
corporate active student learning into core 
curriculum. 
 

Socrates never wrote a book on curricu-
lum instruction. Nonetheless, his philoso-
phy and teachings have 
great relevance in today’s 
classrooms. Like his 21st 
century counterparts, he 
viewed education as the 
key to sustaining a pro-
gressive society.  
 

In this short article, I will share my ex-
citement in my experiences with Socratic 
instruction. Though my student’s might 
think it likely, I wasn’t one of Socrates’ 
students. I’ve developed an appreciation 
of the philosophy of his methods, and 
applied these methods in my teaching 
with great success! First, some back-
ground. 
 

Socrates centered his teachings around 
discussions. These dialogues explored 
philosophical issues and essential con-
cepts: What is goodness? truth? beauty? 
Can goodness be taught? This philosophy 
opened thought-provoking dialogue with 
students actively involved as participants 
in their education. Rather than passive 
absorbers of knowledge, students used 
inquiry and provided supporting evidence 
in the pursuit of greater understanding. 
The goal of greater insight was achieved 
by exchanging ideas leading to greater 
insight. There was no right or wrong per 
se. The essential understanding is knowl-
edge, unlike opinion, which is always 
supported by reason. The person who has 
this knowledge is capable of giving an 
explanation, an account or an argument as 

to why he believes something to be true 
or false. 
 

This is the foundation behind Socratic 
teaching methods. These methods can be 
effectively integrated into all subject ar-
eas K-12 (and beyond, of course). In So-
cratic Seminars, the teacher plays a role 
in the facilitation of learning and must 
have some fundamental understanding of 
the subject matter, but is not the know-it-
all. As a true philosopher, she recognizes 
limitations to her knowledge. Enter the 
power of student dialogue – the joint ex-
ploration of a subject – “knowledge will 
not come from teaching but from ques-
tioning.” 

 

The Seminar 
Classically, the So-
cratic Seminar con-
sists of four basic 
elements: 
The text - can 
come from any sub-

ject area. One simple example is a novel 
study. Students read whole novels and 
respond individually through open-ended 
questions. 
The open-ended question - a combina-
tion of teacher questions, student gener-
ated questions, responses, and collabora-
tive discussions. Reflects genuine curios-
ity on the part of the reader and has no 
"right" answer. Utilizes post-it notes, 
highlighters, and index cards to explore 
the author’s meaning passages, note quo-
tations, or comment on and question the 
text. 
The leader - offers the initial question 
then plays a dual role as leader and par-
ticipant. How empowering to see the stu-
dent as discussion leader! It is recom-
mended that the teacher model the leader 
role for initial seminars. 
The participants - study the text in ad-
vance, listen actively, and share ideas 
using evidence from the text for support.  
 

Students, as well as teachers new to the 
technique, will learn and hone the process 
over several sessions. Skills larger than 
the process itself will develop: how to ask 
an open-ended question, find supportive 

evidence, listen and engage in polite con-
versation. Discussion guidelines are em-
bedded in the process to foster a respect 
for the inevitable range of opinion. This 
fosters an atmosphere of cooperation as 
opposed to competition - an atmosphere 
not centered on the acquisition of knowl-
edge but communication of ideas and 
perspectives. 
 

Sound intriguing? Here are some re-
sources to get you up and running on 
great question strategies, lesson design, 
and rubrics. A few of my favorites are: 
 

Books 
Socratic Seminars in the Block by Wanda 
H. Bal 
A Beginner’s Guide To The Socratic 
Seminar by Jerry Chris, Ed.D. 
Socratic Seminars and Literature Circles 
for Middle and High School English by 
Victor J. Moeller 
An Introduction to Shared Inquiry by 
Junior Great Books Foundation 
 

Web Sites 
www.teachnlearn.org/
socratic_seminars.htm 
www.paideia.org 
www.ncsu.edu/literacyjunction/html/
tutorialsocratic. 

Socratic Seminars  ��"������#��

"Education: the central aim of which 
has always been recognized, from 
Socrates' day down to our own, as 
the freeing of the mind through the 

discipline of wonder." 
(Mortimer Adler) 

Nicholas Green Distinguished 
Student Award 
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2007 Annual Council for Exceptional Children   
Convention and Expo  

April 18 –21, 2007 
Kentucky International  Convention Center 

Louisville, Kentucky  
Registration, housing, and more events information  

can be found on the CEC website,  www.cec.sped.org 

 

Funds for Regional Meetings  
ITAG has appropriated $100 annually per region to help 
support regional facilitator meetings. To apply, write a 
brief description of intended meeting dates, location, and 
topics of discussion and send the information to:  

 Linda Hawley, ITAG Treasurer  
 578 E 4900 S., Idaho Falls, ID 83404.   
 lindahawley@hotmail.com     

 

Regional Meeting Support Application  
Name _____________________________________________ 
Title ______________________District __________________ 
Address /City/Zip ____________________________________ 
Phone Numbers______________________________________  
E-mail Address ______________________________________ 
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CEC-TAG Symposium 
Teaching Promising Students from 

Low-income Backgrounds 
Wednesday, April 18, 8:30-4:00 
The Galt House Hotel & Suites 

Presentations include:  
�� A discussion of the academic skills 

of high-ability middle and high 
school students. 

�� An exploration of the relationships 
between poverty, diversity, and 
high potential.  

�� A comparison of 62 case studies of 
gifted students who chose to dis-
continue an enrichment program 
with those who returned to the 
program.  

To register, email Elaine Dumas at 
edumas@aristotle.net or send  $35 
to TAG, c/o Elaine Dumas, 4516 I 
Street #1, Little Rock, Ark., 72205  

CEC-TAG PreConference Workshop  
Educating the Twice  
Exceptional Child   

Wednesday, April 18, 9:00-4:00 
 

CEC-TAG Division Showcase  Session 
Striving for Equity in Schools of Pov-
erty: High Ability and Gifted Learners 

Thursday, April 19, 1:15-2:15 
 

CEC-TAG Business Meeting 
Thursday, April 19, 5:30-6:30  
The Galt House Hotel & Suites 

 
CEC-TAG Social 

Thursday, April 19, 6:30-7:30 
The Galt Hotel & Suites 

 

And 20 gifted and talented sessions to 
choose from 



  

ITAG/SAGE 
Officers   

 

President Linda Stokes, Boise 
dale_stokes@yahoo.com 
H 362-9049  
 

Past President Marcia Wall, Kellogg  
mrwall2@hotmail.com  
C 659-7259 
 

President Elect Marti Pike, Twin Falls 
pikema@tfsd.k12.id.us 
H 404-1660 
 

Vice President Susan Wolfe, Boise 
Susan.wolfe@boiseschools.org 
H-429-9641 
 

Secretary Linda Hawley, Idaho Falls 
lindahawley@hotmail.com 
H 524-7099  
 

Treasurer  Scarlett Randall, Meridian 
Scarlett.randall@boiseschools.org   
H 895-9548   
 

Parent Rep Nancy Gregory, Boise 
negregory@gmail.com, H 323-8354 
 
Regional Representatives   
 

Region One Beth Brubaker, Hayden 
bethbr@icehouse.net, H 772-4312 
 

Region Two Vacant 
 

Region Three   
Angela Young, Middleton 
ayoung@msd134.org, H 631-6104 
 

Lynda Waite, Nampa 
lwaite@nsd131.org, H 463-8003 
 

Karen Smith, Boise  
cyberkarensmith@yahoo.com,  H 724-1151 
 

Region Four  Cindy Braun, Twin Falls 
braunci@tfsd.k12.id.us, H 736-1046 
 

Region Five Cathy Kratz, Pocatello 
kratzca@ds25.k12.id.us, H 233-5352 
 

Region Six  
Jennifer Tuck, Idaho Falls 
tuckjenn@d91.k12.id.us, H 525-8077  
 

Vicki Chase, Blackfootg 
jv6467@cableone.net, H 589-6288 
  

Webmaster Dave Grindle, Meridian 
webmaster@itag-sage.org 
H 895-6612   
 

Edufest Coordinator /Newsletter Editor 
Sherrie Bosserman, Kuna/Boise 
sbosserman@gmail.com 
H 344-1761 C 447-8409  
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2007 2007 2007 ITAG/SAGE ITAG/SAGE ITAG/SAGE 
Mini GrantsMini GrantsMini Grants    

Mini-grants at $200 each, are avail-
able for innovative ideas that pro-
mote gifted education in schools and 
benefit gifted children.   

The grants are to help fund projects 
that provide direct support for pro-
grams and/or materials for gifted 
children.  Ideas that in-directly bene-
fit gifted children will also be con-
sidered.  Applicants must be ITAG/
SAGE members.  

Grant recipients will be announced 
at the ITAG/SAGE general mem-
bership meeting at the October CEC 
Conference in Sun Valley.  A one 
“show-and-tell” page for our scrap-
book will be due by May 20.  Appli-
cations must be postmarked by 
September 15.  

2007 Mini Grant Application 
Applicant Information:  
Provide the following information: 
Name, email address, home and 
work phone, your role (facilitator, 
parent, counselor, administrator, 
other), and school.  
 

Description (Please be brief, but 
include necessary information!) 
1. Describe the innovative idea 
you wish to implement.  Be as spe-
cific as possible and include such 
details as the dates of activities and 
roles of any persons working on the 
project/activity. 
 

2. Describe how the project/activity 
will promote gifted education and 
benefit gifted students. 
 

3. How will you evaluate whether or 
not you and/or your students 
achieved the goals and benefited 
from the project/activity? 
 

4. Amount of money needed ($200 
limit) and proposed expenditures of 
funds.  
 

Send before September 15 to:  
Linda Hawley, ITAG Treasurer  
578 E 4900 S., Idaho Falls, ID 
83404.  lindahaw-
ley@hotmail.com     
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2007 ITAG/SAGE officers, regional representatives and special 
interests representatives at the January meeting in Boise.   



 
 

Edufest 2007  

    School Counselor &  
   Psychologist Institute  

 

Presenter  Thomas Hebert   
 

Boise State Student  Union Building  
Monday, July 30, 2007, 9:00 am–4:30 pm 

$100 per person (includes materials, lunch, and break treats)  
Registration is separate from Edufest registration 

Name_____________________________________________  

Title ________________ District/School _________________ 

Home Address _____________________________________  

City _____________________ State ______ Zip __________  

School Address  ____________________________________  

Phone _________________________ Fax _______________   

E-mail ____________________________________________ 

Method of Payment:    

Check payable to Edufest   _________ PO # _____________  

Send to:  Edufest   
PO Box 45086, Boise, ID 83711-5086   

�

�������� is a gifted and talented conference affiliated with CEC–TAG 
(Council for Exceptional Children) and ITAG (Idaho Talented/Gifted Asso-

ciation) For information about the full week Edufest program (July 29– 
August 3, 2007) visit www.edufest.org. 

 

Edufest 2007  

Parent Institute  
 

Presenter Bonnie Crammond  
 

Creativity  
 

Saturday, July 28, 2007 
Boise State Student Union Building  

 

Registration is separate from full week Edufest  registration 

_____ Parent Institute  (includes materials and lunch)  

$55 one parent   $75 two interested in the same child     
 

Parent Name(s) ________________________________________  

Title/Positions __________________________________________ 

Home Address__________________________________________  

City  ________________________ State ______ Zip ___________ 

School Address _________________________________________  

District  _____ City ________________ State ______ Zip _______ 

Phone _________________________ Fax _____________________ 

E-mail___________________________________________________ 

 
 

Kidfest Registration  

____ KidFest  ( Parent must be attending Parent Institute)   

$25 per child (More information will be sent with confirmation letter 

or contact Nancy Gregory at 208/323-8354 or  email nancygreg-

ory1@gmail.com) 

 

Child’s Name __________________________________________  

Age _____Grade _____ Main Interests ______________________ 

Child’s Name __________________________________________  

Age ______ Grade _______ Main Interests  __________________ 

Address and phone if different from above ____________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

Special needs or considerations _______________________________ 

Method of Payment :: 

Check payable to Edufest   _____ Purchase order number _______ 

 

Send to:   Edufest 2007 

 PO Box 45086,  
 Boise, ID 83711-5086 ����

�
�

������� �	
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Saturday, July 28 
8:45 am-3:30 pm  Boise State University SUB 

 

Register before June 30th 

 
A mini-conference just for Edufest Parent Institute  partici-
pants’ gifted children, ages 5 to 14.  
 
Held in conjunction with the Edufest Parent Institute , chil-
dren will choose from several different educational activities to 
participate in.  
 
For more information, contact Nancy Gregory at (208) 323-
8354 or nancygregory1@gmail.com. More information will be 
sent with registration confirmation letter.   
 
Register with Parent Institute Registration before June 30th, at 
$25 per child to hold a spot for your child.   

Also- 
KidFest is looking for sponsors, scholarship funds, and dona-
tions (bottled water, art supplies, lunches). Contact Nancy to 
help out.�
��������	

�  is sponsored by Treasure Valley PAGE (Parent Advocates for 

Gifted Education) 
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11th Annual  

�
������������������������
�������������� �
July 29-August 3 

Boise State University SUB  
Keynotes Scott Hunsaker, Art Costa, Susan Baum and Del Siegle  

5 Keynotes, 36 Weeklong Strands and 36 Special Topics 
 

Registration Deadline - July 20, 2007  
 

Name Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. / Dr.__________________________________________  
First Name to be Used as Your Badge Name ____________________________  
Home Phone _______________________________________________________  
Home Address ______________________________________________________  
City ______________________________ State _______ Zip ________________  
Email Address ______________________________________________________  
School _____________________________________________________________  
School Address _____________________________________________________  
City ______________________________ State _______ Zip ________________  
School Phone  ______________________________________________________ 

$100 deposit per person with this form) 
 

Method of Payment 
_____ Check payable to Edufest 2007 
_____ Purchase Order Number _____________  Amount ____________  
 

Registration Deadline -- July 20, 2007 (Deduct $25 per person if registration is post-
marked by June 1, 2007) 
 

Four Options - Select the one that meets your needs! 
___ $400 Commuter. Includes conference, Thursday banquet, no other meals 
___ $510 Commuter with meals. Includes conference, lunches, and dinners  
___ $540 Resident without meals. Includes conference, Thursday banquet and no other 
meals, and double occupancy dorm room without private bath 
___ $650 Resident with meals. Includes conference, all meals, and double occupancy 
dorm room without private bath 
___ I wish to have a private dorm room, please add $75 to my registration fee 
(Sorry...none of the dorm rooms have private baths). 
___ Female      ___ Male 
Preferred Roommate _______________________________________ 
School District/Affiliation ____________________________________ 

All options include a snack before Sunday evening's keynote and a Thursday evening 
banquet. 
Make check or purchase order payable to Edufest 2007 and mail to  
Edufest 2007, PO Box 45086, Boise, ID 83711-5086 
 

NOTE: Edufest participants may register for three graduate credits for an additional fee. 
Course registration and payment occur during the Edufest conference. These courses meet 
the requirements for the Idaho gifted and talented endorsement requirements.  

 
General Information 
Conference check-in is from 2 to 4 p.m. on 
Sunday, July 29. The first session begins 
Sunday evening at 5 p.m. The conference 
ends on Friday, August 3 at noon.  
 
Fees 
Registration fees include all cost of instruc-
tion, morning and afternoon refreshment 
breaks, materials packet, a snack on Sunday 
before the keynote, and Thursday evening's 
dinner. The residential packages can include 
all meals and overnight accommodations. 
Only breakfast is served on Friday.  A de-
posit of $100.00 per person is required with 
each registration form. Payment in full or a 
purchase order is required BEFORE 
Edufest 2007 begins.  
 
Special Discounts 
Deduct $25 per person if registration is post-
marked by June 1, 2007.  
 
Refunds and Cancellations 
All monies will be refunded if paid registra-
tions are cancelled by 4 p.m. MDT, July 20. 
If the participant does not attend and does 
not cancel on or before the above date, the 
$100.00 deposit will be surrendered. All 
requests for refunds must be submitted by 
September 1, 2007.  
 
Housing 
Accommodations will be provided in the 
Boise State University residence halls. Some 
single rooms are available for an additional 
fee. We will assign you a roommate if you 
do not specify a roommate on the registra-
tion form. Registrations must be received by 
July 10 in order to stay in the BSU dorms. 
 
Academic Credit 
You may elect to receive one to  three 
graduate-level credits from Northwest Naza-
rene University or Boise State University for 
an additional fee. The graduate-level credits 
meet course requirements (or an elective 
course requirement) for the Idaho gifted and 
talented endorsement, as well as the require-
ments for recertification and pay scale in-
creases. Credit registration and payment 
occur during Edufest 2007. NNU also will 
offer course registration on their website.  
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Challenging all Children to 
Maximize their Potential  

 

ITAG/SAGE  2007 Winter Newsletter  


